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IN THE SPECIFICATION 
Please amend the Abstract on page 56 to read as follows: 

A novel optical Optical recording material is provided, which is capable of recording 
and reading an information signal by utilizing a change in the double refraction caused by a 
change in the molecular orientation of a side-chain type polymer liquid crystal which has an 
electrocyclic-reaction-type photochromic compound (or a residue th e r e of), thereof), or a side- 
chain polymer liquid crystal having in a polymer chain thereof a monomeric unit to which the 
photochromic compound is bonded . 

An optical r e cording mat e rial of th e prosont inv e ntion is compos e d of a sid e- chain 
type polym e r liquid crystal which contains an oloctrooyolio r e action type photochromic 
compoimd, or a sid e- chain polymer liquid crystal having in a pol>Tnor chain thereof a 
monom e ric imit to which th e photochromic compound is bond e d. As the e l e ctrooyclic 
reaction typo photochromic oompoxmd, a photochromic diaryl e th e n e compound is pr e ferabl e . 
In ord e r to p e rform optical recording, th e optical recording material, which is subject e d to 
imiaxial ori e ntation proc e ssing, is e mploy e d. 

The optical recording is carried out by irradiating this optical recording material with 
an information signal which oomprisoo a light with ouch a wavel e ngth that is capable of 
changing the structure of the photochromic compound at a t e mp e rature near a cl e aring point 
(To) of the sid e chain typ e polym e r liquid crystal. By the irradiation, the molecular 
ori e ntation of the sid e chain typ e polymer liquid crystal is chang e d, so that th e informat ien 
signal is record e d. 

R e ading of record is carried out by reading out as a modulation of polariz e d light of 
an incid e nt light a change in the double refraction of the side chain t>p e polym e r liquid 
crystal caus e d by a chang e in the molecular orientation in the sid e chain typ e polym e r liquid 
crystal at a temperatur e l e ss than the glass transition temperature (Tg) of the side chain type 
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polym e r liquid crystal. Ev e n if light with th e same wav e l e ngth ag that of tho light used for 
th e optical r e cording is us e d for r e ading, th e information s ignal r e cord e d in this optical 
recording mat e rial is not d e stroyed. 
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